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Fresh from our magnificent
42nd Birthday celebrations we were back at Home Base this month to investigate the creations of Purple
Hands Wines. Our Master of Ceremonies Graeme Worsely began the evening with the welcome of our
newest members Anthony and Cathy Sharkey. They bring our membership now to 42. Graeme went on
to welcome our guests for the night Glen and Michelle Hillebrand and Steve Wallace Yarrow.

We had already begun the night with cheese and nibbles
washed down with a Purple hands Pinot Blanc, not quite red
but well structured and mouth filling.
Graeme introduced our presenter for the night co owner of
Purple hands Mark Slade. Mark began by giving a brief run
down on how Purple Hands came to be.Craig Stansborough
and Mark Slade started Purple Hands in 2006 from humble
beginnings. Just over a tonne of hand picked Shiraz was
crushed and barrel fermented in Craig’s shed making around
100 dozen. Then came the hard part – finding a name for their
new wine brand. Anyone who has made red wine will know
what a pair of purple stained hands looks like! A red winemakers’ hands become stained purple during vintage due to the
constant contact with grape skins and the juice. And of course
when winemakers are busy, they wipe their hands on their
shirt. That was the inspiration behind Purple Hands Wines.
Craig was away on other winery business but some of us remember he was once a member of the club. Their home vineyard – Stansborough is situated in the Southern Barossa just north west of Williamstown. Literally, a
stones throw from the Whispering Wall reservoir. The 32 acre vineyard is planted on perfect Shiraz dirt,
friable red clay over limestone. The vineyard plantings include Shiraz, Montepulciano and Aglianico. The
southern end of the valley is recognized as the “cooler” end of the valley, with slightly lower temperatures and longer ripening periods to develop flavours.
Purple Hands has 3 labels. The Colours of the South range was launched in 2019 with two offerings at
Barossa Valley Rosso and Adelaide Hills Pinot Gris with more in the planning.

Coming up
 Sep:

Brokenshach Wines (Home)
 Oct: Remembering Bruce Thiele
Dell’Uva Wines (Lyndoch Hotel)
 Nov: Kies Wines (Home)
 Dec: Christmas at Rosenvale with
Wives & partners (Away).

BRING A FRIEND
Remember, at home shows you can introduce a new guest for
just $30
GUEST INVITATION
You are invited to join a group of like minded people at a
Bruce Thiele Red Wine Club dinner meeting to taste, talk
about, learn and enjoy wine. Inquiries btredwineclub@gmail.com
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Purple Hands continued
The After Five Wine Co. range was created to simply showcase single vineyards that consistently produce wines of excellence and convey their Barossa sub-region’s unique quality. Within the After Five Wine Co. range there are three wines which consist of a Shiraz, Old Vine Grenache and a blend of Shiraz/Montepulciano/Aglianico (the Serata).
The Planta Circa wine label was created after they literally stumbled across a unique piece of
Barossa viticulture history.
There are many little pieces of viticultural
history in the Barossa and in 2012 they became the custodians of one of these truly
unique vineyards. They are forever grateful
to the Zerk family who entrusted them with
the fruit from this small plot situated on the
outskirts of Lyndoch.
With no records available to indicate the history of this vineyard, they engaged a historian to investigate and unearthed the story of
PF Zimmerman and the family owned vineyard originally established back in the mid
1800’s.
The vineyard handed over to PF Zimmerman
sometime in the 1870’s where it was further
developed.
The original vineyard did not have any Cabernet plantings, but thanks to local newspaper
evidence, PF Zimmerman was quoted as protesting the low price of Cabernet Sauvignon
grapes in the first few years of the 1900s.
Thanks to this information and records of grapes from the vineyard being delivered to Seppeltsfield in 1889, they believe the Shiraz, Grenache and Cabernet vines are estimated to have
been planted between 1880 – 1890.
These ancestor vines (vines equal or over 125 years of age) are the inspiration for their Planta
Circa label – the name literally means “planted around the region of” as they are not able to
offer the exact date of the plantings. They believe the Cabernet vines are some of oldest on
own roots still producing fruit in the world today.
They first made the Planta Circa Ancestor Vine Cabernet in 2013 and received a resounding 97
point rating from James Halliday, who ranked it amongst the top Cabernet Sauvignon wines in
the 2016 Halliday Wine Companion. It has continued to rate highly each year in the Halliday
Wine Companion.
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Purple Hands Continued
In 2018 they were delighted to be offered the Grenache and Shiraz from this amazing vineyard, enabling them to expand the Planta Circa range with 2 more single vineyard Ancestor
Vine wines, the Shiraz and Grenache. These wines will be released in June 2020 for the first
time. Each wine shows what these ancient vines can deliver, varietal fruit characters with
complexity and elegance. Unfortunately, they can only produce small volumes due to the tiny
plots and generally low yields. These low yielding vines only give them enough fruit to allow
produce 100 -150 dozen each year, but this does vary from year to year depending on the climatic conditions.
Our first taste for the night was the 2020 Colours of the South Mourvedre and this was followed by the 2021 Colurs of the South Rosso, a blend of Montepulciano 43%, Negroamaro
43%, Aglianico 14% .Vibrant colour, aromas of red berry, florals, herbs, orange peel and sweet
spice resembling red wine-based
vermouth.
Our third offering was the 2021
Purple Hands range Old Vine
Grenache which had grapes
picked from 60 year old bush
grown stock. Next we were able
to contrast this with the 2019
Planta Circa range Grenache of
which the last dozen available
were with us on the night. Valued at $80 a bottle it was the
winner of the Governor’s Trophy
Best South Australian Red Wine
at the 2021 Adelaide Wine Show. For those of that want another taste it may still be found in
the Government House cellar! Interestingly bottles of this wine are sealed with reconstructured Diam corks some 95 per cent of which is processed cork; the rest is acrylate and polyurethane and is said to come with a 30 year guarantee
Next we moved on to the 2021 After Five range Primitivo known to some as Zinfandel a medium bodied wine with earthy savoury undertones. Our penultimate tasting for the night was
the Planta Circa range 2019 Shiraz A medium to full bodied textured palate with supple tannins and confidently said to last 30 years. Our Final taste was the After Five range 2018
Aglianico, a savoury and earthy drop.
Dinner for the night from our caterers the Lyndoch Hotel was Deutsche Wurst with Biersosse
(German Sausages - Bratwurst, Brockwurst, Kransky and a rich dark Beer sauce.) Served with
Potato mash, finely chopped kale and hot Sauerkraut.Purple hands generosity was to the fore
as the ample dinner wines of 2021 Purple hands MGS, the 2021 After Five Shiraz, the 2019
After Five Montepulciano and the 2019 After Five Serata were spread around the tables.
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Purple Hands Continued
Mark very kindly donated the last available 11 bottles of the
2019 Planta Circa Ancestor Vine Grenache for our door prizes
and an auction. Ron Tomlinson began his new career as an
auctioneer and successfully auctioned the $80 bottles to
Graeme Worsely ($60), Colin Coleman ($65), Luke Raggio
$75) Allan Duthie ($70) Glen Hilldebrand ($70) and Cathy
Sharkey ($70).
Proceeds will go
towards providing
a band at the
Christmas dinner.
Flushed with heady excitement Ron then conducted
the Door prize raffle with the remaining 5 Ancestor
Vine Grenaches. Winners were; Anthony Sharkey,
Colin Coleman, Rud Nicholson, Ian Roark and Glen
Hildebrand
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Purple Hands Continued
Dessert was a delicious hot apple Strudel with
whipped Cream, chopped glace Cherries and toasted Almonds. It came with a special offering! Member Paul Ryan has generously donated some very
old Ports to our cellar and tonight with the skill of a
brain surgeon cellar master Simon Granfield extracted a very wet cork intact from a 1973 Seppelts
GR28 Vintage Port and it went down a treat.
Thanks Paul it was a pity you couldn’t be with us for
a taste!
Graeme brought the evening to a close with a big
thank you to our catering staff and Viv Tomlinson
presented Mark with an appreciation Certificate.
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The Wines
Mark offered us a 15% discount off the Purple hands range and this offer is still available. Check
out the order form below

