J U LY 2022

Bruce Thiele Red Wine Club
Birthday at Lambert Estate
What a great night. Jim Lambert and his staff welcomed us to his
impressive winery. We started with a choice of three wines: a 2021
‘Prologue’ Sparkling. A 2021 ‘A Thousand
Words’ Chardonnay and a 2019 ‘Tempt Me’
Tempranillo. They were accompanied by the
first of our Peruvian dishes—Canapés of Peruvian Beef Anticucho with a special sauce in traditional Peru style. Vegetable Empanadas. Golden
brown pastries which are typical street food in
Peru and Prawns Chorrillana. (Chorallina is a
special sauce that originates from the coastal
resort town near Lima.).
After we had enjoyed these and chatting with the others of the 64
members, partners and guests, our MC Graeme Worsely called on
us to find our places at the tables. He welcomed us all to the club’s
42nd birthday and in particular the new members: Luke Raggio,
Paul Ryan, Gerry Travers and Carolyn Travers. He also gave special
mention to Bob Heinicke who despite some health issues which
limit his attendance at club nights, continues to be an active member of the committee. The committee have recognised his contribution by granting him honorary membership.
Graeme then handed over to one of the Lambert management
team Rachel Duncan. Rachel is familiar to many members as she
previously was at Hemera and organised our virtual tasting during the 2020
Covid lockdown. After some housekeeping notes she advised us that the smaller glass on our setting was for the
tastings and the larger one for the table
wines— the 2016 ‘Thoroughbred’ Cabernet Sauvignon and the 2017
‘Commitment’ Shiraz.

Rachel introduced the first of our tasting wines—a 2017 ’Black
Sheep’ Red Blend. While we were sipping this Graeme introduced
Jim Lambert to tell us a bit about Lambert Estate. Jim explained
that his partners in the estate, his son Kirk and daughter in law
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42nd Birthday (Cont.)
Vanessa. Vanessa is originally from Peru, hence the Peruvian theme to our food.
Jim noted it was four years since the club had visited Lambert Estate and that is
was wonderful to have us back. He also acknowledged Allan and Eileen Duthie
(Club member and partner) who he purchased the original vineyard from. Jim
said that the Covid lockdown gave him the opportunity to come up with some
big ideas which are now coming to fruition. They included four additions including a dining space for 400 people and a Pizzeria deck, The grand opening will be
soon’
Lamberts is 100% green with a large solar array and rain water collection. Another innovation is a collection of trails that can be explored by electric vehicle. Jim
said he is running things while his son and Vanessa were away but his real position is ‘Chief Tasting Officer’. They have also created the Chief Tasting Officer’s
Tasting room for VIP tastings.
Lamberts own 25 acres of vines and are producing 20 different wines—some not
yet released. It is a family business with his son and daughter in law having Masters Degrees in Oenology. They have two beautiful children who he hopes will
continue in the family business.

Rachel took over again and introduced our chef, Roger Farley, to tell us something of the menu for the night. Roger explained how Vanessa had introduced
him to Peruvian dishes and the secret to successfully making them was to have
the right chillies—so they grow their own. He showed us three of their chillies
which differ markedly in hotness and flavour. He told us that the shared mains
would be: Crispy Skin Pork with Chilli Lime Glaze. (Chilli Lime Glaze is one of Peru's favourite additions to Crispy Pork), Peruvian Saltado with Quinoa Salad (A
Saltado is a bit like a stir fry. In this case with thin strips of beef and other special
ingredients), Peruvian Chicharon and Green Rice, Deep fried Chicken bringing out the flavours of
South American gastronomy, and Sweet Potato Chips.
Rachel returned to remind us that members would get a 20% discount on wined bought except
for the first tasting wine 2017 Black Sheep which was at a special price of $132/dozen. The special price was due in part to the name not being acceptable in the US. Rachel felt the wine may
be named after her as she was the ‘black sheep’ of her family being a kiwi who had settled in
Australia. The ‘Black Sheep’ is a blend of seven varieties.
Our second tasting was a 2020 ‘Little Rebel’ Mouvėrdre. It is named after one of daughters of
Kirk and Vanessa, who apparently takes after her mother! A 100% Mouvėrdre is an uncommon
varietal.
At this point Rachel took time to discuss the arrival wines. The 2021 ‘Prologue’ Sparkling was
100% Pinot Noir. Some years they cannot get sufficient Pinot Noir so Chardonnay is added. The
Pinot is picked earlier before much colour develops and has a limited time on skins. The 2021 ‘A
Thousand Words’ Chardonnay is named after a talkative daughter and is aged in 30% new oak
with some malolactic fermentation. Made more in the new age French style rather than the
heavier traditional Australian Chardonnay. The third welcome wine was a 2019 ‘Tempt Me’
Tempranillo. It is an environmentally good variety since it is picked early and uses less water
than Grenache or Mataro. The season favoured the wine with good rains and a cooler ripening
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period.
The next tasting was A 2020 ‘P.S. I love you’ Petit Sirah (Durif).
The raffle was drawn with the winners being Debbie Rundle, Luke Raggio, Allan Duthie and Simon Granfield.
Rachel introduced the wines that would b served with our dessert, they were a 2022 Miss Sunshine Late Picked Riesling and the Chocolatier. The Riesling was made in a spatlese style with
50% residual sugar and a good acid balance. A fruit driven wine.
The Chocolatier is a fortified wine made from a secret recipe
with infused chocolate.
The birthday cake made a grand entrance and Happy Birthday;
was sung while the sparklers sparked. One of the ‘Original’ members, Rory Chisholm, said a few words. First he noted that black
sheep were used in the USA to detect disease early so perhaps
the wine should be accepted over there. He said that there was
no point in dwelling on the history of 42 years ago, particularly
since no one was sure if it was actually 42 years since no records were kept. (On this matter
there is actually documentary evidence written by our founder Bruce Thiele that we are indeed
42 years old, see https://btredwineclub.org.au/the-first-twenty-years) Whatever our age they
had been good years and even more so recently with the inclusion of the ‘X factor’ of female
membership. Brian ‘Nipper’ Fechner and Peter Frick (other ‘originals’) joined him to cut the
cake. The cake was then served to the enjoyment of members and guests.

Graham concluded the evening by thanking the
lambert staff, Roger, Greg, Angus, Cherise, Casey, Tatum, Thais, Megan and Rachel, who had
provided a wonderful meal and service. A special
prize for those who purchased 6 bottles or more
was won by Ross Van Enckvort.
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The Wines (Cont.)
2021 ‘Prologue’ Sparkling
Every story has a beginning, but it's what happens before the story begins that defines
the characters. Sit back, relax and enjoy our story.
Cellar Door Price $34.95

2021 ‘A Thousand Words’ Chardonnay
Sometimes we have those picture perfect moments that need no explanation.
However, more often than not, a single picture may just signify part of a great
story. For those experiences in our journey that can’t be captured in a moment may there
be a thousand words in every bottle.
Cellar Door Price $34.95
2019 ‘Tempt Me’ Tempranillo
The traveller, the interloper, it’s someone we have all met in our journeys tempting us to
exploration and leading us outside our comfort zone, opening doors to new and exotic
experiences. Successful on their own, it thrives with unique ingredients, blending and
bringing together the most unlikely friends.
Cellar Door Price $29.95
2016 ‘Thoroughbred’ Cabernet Sauvignon
It’s all in the lineage. A meticulous selection of a vineyard site cultivated with our choice of
an elite vine stock with specific clonal traits. It has taken years of training and refinement of
these elements to create the spirit and boldness that embodies the performance of a true
Thoroughbred.
Cellar Door Price $45.95

2017 ‘Commitment’ Shiraz
The Lambert Family have dedicated their lives to producing authentic Barossa Valley
wines that respect the past while keeping an eye to the future. Wines that reflect a sense
of the land and the people where it was created. It is this small encapsulation of time that
is our commitment to you. Dont wait to long we wont have for to long Limited Release
Cellar Door Price $47.95

2017 ’Black Sheep’ Red Blend
When you cross swords with a Black Sheep you never know what you're in for. You'll find
this wine surprisingly lively, despite its dark nature.
Cellar Door Price $19.95
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The Wines
2020 ‘Little Rebel’ Mouvėrdre

Cellar Door Price $34.95
2020 ‘P.S. I love you’ Petit Sirah (Durif).
Don't take me lightly, I am not just an afterthought. You might not find me
until the end, but my boldness will not soon be forgotten. We have come
this far, no going back now.
PS. I love you...

Cellar Door Price $58.95
2022 Miss Sunshine Late Picked Riesling
Ms Sunshine reminds us of sharing good times with good friends; sunny days and green
fields. With hints of mandarin zest and notes of apple blossom, this elegant wine has
balanced lovely sweet finish.

Cellar Door Price $34.95
The Chocolatier
NV Tawny
The Lambert Estate Chocolatier pairs an aged tawny with dark chocolate to craft a
unique balance of flavors. Whether you choose to drink it plain, pour it over fruit or ice
cream, or create your own signature recipe, it is always a favourite.
Cellar Door Price $29.95

